[Anti-cerebral edema properties of PEG 300 in triethyltin poisoning].
The polyethylene glycols (PEG) frequently used as solvents of non hydrosoluble molecules present toxic and pharmacodynamic properties. The effect of PEG 300 (10 ml/kg) on the modifications of the central nervous system (CNS) previously induced by a subchronic intoxication with triethyltin salt (TEE) (2 mg/kg p.o. for 5 days) has been studied in rat. The following parameters are recorded: measure of brain edema, concentration of the aminergic neurotransmitters in four different brain areas, neurological status, behaviour, mortality. The PEG 300 antagonizes or reduces some of the effects of the TEE: edema, behavioral disturbances, mortality. On the opposite, no change in the amines and their metabolites induced modifications is observed. This selective antagonism towards some of the components of TEE brain toxicity brings more information on pharmacological properties of this solvent and opens a discussion on the role of neurotransmitters on brain edema.